
Navarra (Spain): Jardín de Lúculo

We stand with Juan Glaría in one of his stunningly beautiful 
Garnacha vineyards in northern Navarra.Garnacha vineyards in northern Navarra. The silence dominates and 
the atmosphere is wonderfully contemplative. One almost has the 
impression; the gnarled, 80-year vines are forcing us to leave the 
hectic pace of everyday life aside. Juan says: "These Vineyards are an 
outstanding legacy of the past, and it is important to preserve them. 
Navarra committed serious mistakes twenty years ago. In the belief that 
only French varieties were noble, many of these great old vineyards 
were pulled up and substituted by Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. were pulled up and substituted by Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Today, these Bordeaux copies are not interesting anymore and some 
producers have painfully realized that they recklessly sacrificed their 
vineyards."

Juan recognized the valuable signs of the time early enough to acquire 
some of the most beautiful and oldest Garnacha vineyards of 
Navarra. They are located up to 700-meters altitude, possessing the 
perfect conditions to result in more elegant wines and not so 
overblown like those ones coming from the hotter regions of Spain.  He 
explains: "That’s also the reason why we print ‘Garnachas Atlánticas’ on 
our label, we deliberately want to indicate this difference. "

The vineyards are full of life: herbs and wild asparagus thrive, growing The vineyards are full of life: herbs and wild asparagus thrive, growing 
among the trees. These old vines don’t need either pesticides or 
irrigation and thinning is often unnecessary because the natural state of 
the conservation, all resulting in higher-quality grapes. 
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With Juan Glaría (left) in his 
antique Garnacha vineyards         
in Navarra. 
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Dinner at the renowned Dinner at the renowned 
‘Restaurante Europa’ in Pamplona. 
To the left, Juan Glaría 
-winemaker and co-owner of       
La Casa de Lúculo Winery.
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Juan is extremely satisfied with the year 2012: "The weather during 
the harvest was magnificent and let the grapes ripen perfectly."

We go dinning in Pamplona, the capital of Navarra. It is famous for its 
bull run during St. Fermín, which every year is a daring, sometimes 
life-threatening spectacle for the many participants. 

To pair our dinner at the Europa Restaurant in Plaza del Castillo, Juan To pair our dinner at the Europa Restaurant in Plaza del Castillo, Juan 
serves us the 2012 Jardín de Lúculo, which is a charmingly elegant 
yet powerful red wine. He proudly says: "We’ve got most excellent 
reviews for this wine all over the world. Even Parker gave it 90 points. 
I know that this is not crucial for you, but if you want to buy this wine, 
you must decide quickly.” So we did buy this wine, being convinced 
that our customers will be amazed by this singular Grenache!

Jardín de Lúculo 2012
Garnachas Atlánticas, Navarra

Medium-deep purple. Noble, fruity 
bouquet; very elegant, but also beautifully 
persistent, connects abundance with finesse, 
soft flowing, fine. Great value for money! 
Service temperature 16 ° C. Service temperature 16 ° C. 
Ready to drink now - best before 
end of 2017.

3
Plaza del Castillo in Pamplona and 
the Bar Txoko – frequented by 
Hemingway during his numerous 
San Fermín visits in Pamplona.
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Cozy wine tasting in the vineyard.Cozy wine tasting in the vineyard.
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